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John J. Haisy Sr. December 10, 1993 
Six Street Rd. 
Newtown Square, PA 19073-1014 


Dear Mr. Hally: 


Thank you for your undated letter which we received today. The 
photocopy of a $4.50 Missouri Defence Bond which you sent us was 
very interesting. 

This particular bond as you noted is rather badly aeeage and 
because there are specimens in uncirculated condition, the bond is 
not really valuable. Your bond (or your relative’s bond) is 
interesting on several accounts. The $4.50 denomination is 
relatively scarce, and these bonds are nearly always without 
signatures as the vast majority of surviving examples were 
remainders and unissued. Your bond has signatures. 

It appears that your bond has been altered at some time. The 
alterations include the signatures on the bond and the date April 
3, 1866. Also, if the bond had been properly issued, the serial 
number would have been filled in rather than left blank as it 
appears on your bond. The issuing authority for this bond was the 
Confederate forces of Missouri which set up provisional government 
in Springfield, MO, and tried to rise money and bring Missouri into 
the Confederacy. They had been completely defeated and disbanded 
long before April of 1866, as the entire war was over by that time 
and efforts to raise or borrow money had long ceased. The 
Confederate State Commissioner of Missouri was a man named Sheilds 
and the other known countersigner of Missouri Confederate bonds was 
a man named Jackson. Neither of the signatures on your bond belong 
to either of these men. Whether the bond itself is a counterfeit 
is impossible to determine from the photocopy. There is a fairly 
good chance that it is a genuine remainder that someone 
embellished. 

Given the above alterations and the condition of the bond, we 
believe it to have very minimal value as a collectible, although 
it does make for an interesting conversation piece. 


Sincerely, 


Thomas Serfass 
Curator 


